Branhamella catarrhalis is a parasitic, commensal organism found in the normal nasopharynx1 and conjunctiva23 which can exceptionally cause an acute or chronic catarrhal conjunctivitis that usually heals without serious sequelae when treated. It can also be a cause of suppurative keratitis, and we report 3 cases associated with this organism.
Material and methods
Corneal scrapings of the suppurative ulcerations were examined microscopically by Gram-stained smears. Scrapings were inoculated directly on to 2 blood agar plates. One plate was incubated aerobically and the other was incubated in an atmosphere of 10% CO2. Robertson's cooked meat broth, tryptic digest broth, and thioglycollate broth were also inoculated. Sabouraud's agar and brainheart infusion broth containing 100 ,ug/ml of chloramphenicol were inoculated for fungal isolation.
Micro-organisms were identified according to the methods outlined by Cowan To identify accurately the causative agent of suppurative keratitis and to determine its antibiotic sensitivity, initial smears and cultures of corneal scrapings should be done whenever microbial keratitis is suspected. An organism which is normally considered to have very low pathogenicity such as B. catarrhalis can be capable of acting as an opportunistic pathogen in an immunologically compromised or structurally altered cornea.
